
      

Osteonecrosis of the jaw in cancer patients in association with 
bevacizumab, Avastin   and concomitant or previous use of 
bisphosphonates

30th November 2010 

Dear Healthcare Professional 

Summary 

Roche Products Limited would like to inform you of an important update to the safety information regarding 
the use of AVASTIN (bevacizumab). 

Cases of osteonecrosis of the jaw (ONJ) have been reported in cancer patients in association with Avastin 
treatment, the majority of whom had received prior or concomitant treatment with i.v. bisphosphonates.

Avastin treatment may be an additional risk factor for the development of osteonecrosis of the jaw.
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Call for reporting

Healthcare professionals should report any serious adverse events suspected to be associated with the use of 
Avastin to Roche by phone on 01707 367554, by fax on 01707 367582 or e-mail at  
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Further information on the safety concern 

To date, it has been estimated that Avastin has been administered to more than 800,000 cancer patients.

rates appear to be low, less than 1 in 10,000 patients.

 

therapy.

Avastin has anti-angiogenic activity and this mechanism is currently under investigation for potential impact 

4.4 Special warnings and precautions for use

be exercised when Avastin and i.v. bisphosphonates are administered simultaneously or sequentially. 

dentistry should be considered prior to starting the treatment with Avastin. In patients who have previously 
received or are receiving i.v. bisphosphonates invasive dental procedures should be avoided, if possible.

4.8 Undesirable Effects
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